ORPINGTON & NW KENT BADMINTON ASSOCIATION

RULES FOR INTER-CLUB COMPETITIONS
1.
LEAGUES AND DIVISIONS

Leagues shall be organised for Ladies Doubles, Mens Doubles and Mixed Doubles and for Composite teams.  The Executive Committee have the power to arrange the divisions in each League as deemed necessary, to cancel any League due to lack of entries and to organise any other Leagues as required.

2.
FIXTURES MEETING

A meeting of representatives of participating Clubs will be held annually in September for the purpose of arranging fixtures for the coming Season.

3.
ENTRIES AND FEES

A Club desirous of competing shall advise the Honorary Secretary, in writing, by the notified entry deadline date, which shall usually be mid August.  Clubs may enter as many teams as they wish.

Each Club shall pay a fee for affiliation and for each team entered, such fee to be paid as stipulated on the annual Affiliation Form.

4.
PLAYERS' QUALIFICATIONS

The qualification to play for a Club shall be bona-fide full membership of that Club and of Badminton England (BE), registration with this Association prior to the playing of the match and notification of their BE Registration Number.  A player having played for one Club in any League organised by this Association shall not, in the same season, play for another Club in the same League, but may play for another Club in a different League.  Any Club which includes in its team a player not qualified in accordance with these Rules shall forfeit the rubbers played by such player, except where prior permission is obtained from the Committee.

5.
NOMINATION OF PLAYERS

A Club entering more than 1 team in the same discipline will be required to nominate its players for all teams except the lowest; nominations shall be sent to the Match Secretary so as to reach him/her prior to the Club's first match in that League. It is expected that the nominations should be genuine and that the nominated players should play the majority of the matches.  The players thus nominated for any team will not be eligible to play in a lower team.  In addition, no player shall be eligible to play for a lower team if he or she shall have played in a higher team on more than two occasions in the current season.  Any rubbers played in contravention of this rule shall be awarded to the opponents.

The Committee may grant exemptions from this Rule upon written application from the member Club to the Honorary Secretary.

6.
PROMOTION AND RELEGATION

The winner of each division shall be decided by the number of matches won.  In the event of an equality, the Club winning the greatest number of rubbers, or if necessary of games, or of aces, in that order, shall be declared the winner.  The Club with the fewest matches won or if necessary rubbers, games or aces, shall be declared bottom of the division.  In the event that two (or more) Clubs finish the season with the same number of matches won and the same number of rubbers won, but have played an unequal total of rubbers, the aggregate result of the two matches between the Clubs shall determine the Clubs’ final League positions.

The winning team from Division 2, and the winning and second-placed teams from the remaining Divisions will be promoted by one Division.  The lowest placed team from Division 1, and the lowest-placed two teams from Division 2 downwards will be relegated by one Division.  Any exception to this Rule is to be agreed by the Executive Committee.

-----  For ratification at AGM 2020

The Home and Away matches between teams from the same Club in the same division must be played by December 31st.  

Matches played in contravention of this rule will be null and void.

----

7.
EQUIPMENT

Courts and equipment shall be in accordance with the Laws of Badminton and feathered shuttlecocks shall be used.

8.
LATE STARTS

(a) If a team does not have a pair ready to start the match within TEN minutes of the advised starting time, then that rubber may be claimed by the other team.  For each subsequent TEN minutes that a team has no pair to play, a further rubber may be claimed.  Such rubbers should only be claimed if the match cannot be finished.
(b) If there is a time restriction on a Hall, the home team must ensure that the away team is advised of the finishing time at the start of the match.  Otherwise, any unfinished rubbers will be awarded to the away team.

When a match has genuinely taken a long time to play, and where every effort has been taken by both teams to complete it e.g. - by cutting down the knocking up periods, and provided that at least six rubbers have been completed, then the match score will stand.

9.
TEAMS AND MATCH WINNERS

In all Mens and Mixed Leagues, each team shall consist of three pairs, each pair to play the best of  three games against each pair of the opposing team in accordance with the Laws of Badminton.  Composite teams shall consist of two Ladies and four Men, and matches shall consist of four Mixed, one Ladies and four Mens doubles rubbers.   In Composite matches teams should do their best to ensure players A+B are the strongest mixed pairing. 

Single games to 21 points are not permitted.  The order of play shall be mutually agreed between the opposing Captains before play commences; in the event of a disagreement the visitors shall have the choice.

The team which shall win five or more rubbers shall be declared the winner of the match.  If, for any reason the hall in which the match is being played is not available after a certain hour and the match cannot be fully completed, the team which leads on completed rubbers or, if necessary, owing to the match being level in this respect, on the games, or further if necessary the aces, won in completed rubbers, shall be adjudged the winner of the match, always provided that two full rounds (six rubbers) have been completed.  A Club is not bound to play the same team throughout the competition, but no change shall be made in the composition of the team engaged in a match after the start of play.

Stopping midway in a match shall be considered as 'retired' and the scores recorded as reached, any other matches for the retired player in that event shall be considered a walkover.
Captains and players should be considerate of a genuine temporary incapacitation (e.g. a medical condition) when a player may be able to continue later.
Ladies and Mens matches should as far as possible be played with 3 pairs, but in the event of BOTH teams only having 2 pairs and match not able to be mutually rearranged this may be played with the 2 vs 2 format and a result obtained. 

1 or 2 ladies only may play in a Mens matches, if 2 they must play as a doubles pair. 
Once the home captain has advised the match must end due to time constraints imposed on the courts, and the away captain has acknowledged this decision, then the match should end and score stand as per the rules.
10.
ARRANGING FIXTURES AND NOTIFICATION OF MATCHES

The Club which has choice of court must offer, at the fixture meeting, at least two alternative dates; otherwise the opponents have the right to play on their court, provided they can offer two alternative dates with due notice.

Every Club arranging a match is obliged to provide at least 4 hours of playing time and to have its team available accordingly.

The home Club shall confirm the time of the commencement of play, of any time limit and provide venue and travelling directions.

 Match start times should not be before 7pm weekdays or 10am weekends, unless agreed otherwise by both clubs.

No alteration to fixtures arranged at the Fixture Meeting will be permitted except where extreme adverse weather conditions prevail or other exceptional circumstances.  Otherwise any Club wishing to alter fixtures must concede the match 0-9 if their opponents do not agree to any alteration to the fixture.

-----  For ratification at AGM 2020

If an away team cancels a match within 7 days of the agreed fixture date and time, they can be asked to pay up to £20 towards any home team court cancellation costs. This transaction stays between the 2 clubs and no evidence of actual cost is required.

----
Any dispute arising from the forfeiture shall be referred to the Executive Committee whose decision shall be final.

11.
RESULTS

After every match the winning Club shall send a completed result card (signed by a representative of both teams) to the Association Match Secretary, or enter the score into the website on-line results system, or alternatively email the score (ideally with a photo/scan of the result sheet) to the Association Match Secretary. Submission or entry of the result must be within 10 days of the match date. Clubs must retain the details of the match until the final league tables have been formulated in the event of games/aces needing to be taken into account.

12.
DIFFERENCES OR DISPUTES

Any difference of opinion relating to eligibility, qualifications of competitors, interpretation of these Rules, or otherwise in relation to the Competition, or any dispute arising between Clubs, shall be referred for decision to the Executive Committee, whose decision shall be final and binding.  No member of the Executive Committee may vote on any dispute or protest which involves a Club of which he or she is a member.

13.
EXPENSES

Expenses for all matches shall be borne by the home Club.

14.
UMPIRES

An Umpire shall be appointed if either team so wishes.

15.
COMPLETION DATE

All matches shall be completed by the 31 May although the Executive Committee may authorise an extension in exceptional circumstances.  Applications for extension must be made to the Association's Match Secretary.  In the case of matches not completed, the Club deemed to be at fault shall forfeit their outstanding matches 0-9, subject to appeal to the Executive Committee.  Their opponents shall be awarded a 9-0 win.

16.
AMENDMENTS

The Executive Committee has power to amend these Rules during the season.  Any such amendment must be subject to ratification at the next Annual General Meeting and shall appear as an item on the Agenda for such meeting.  Should the amendment not be so ratified it will nevertheless be effective until such meeting.

17.
ADHERENCE TO RULES

All the foregoing rules must be strictly adhered to unless dispensation has been granted by the Executive Committee, or where mutual consent to override is permitted by the Rules.

18.
CONCEDED MATCHES

(a) Scores for conceded matches are to be 9 rubbers to the winners and 0 rubbers to the losers.

(b) If a team concedes ONE match, the team will be relegated ONE POSITION in the  Division at the end of the season.

(c) If a team concedes TWO OR MORE matches, the team will be placed at the bottom of its division at the end of the season and will be relegated ONE DIVISION.
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